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Congratulations to our young people that made their First Communion March 29/30  The weather finally cooperated.  I want to 

thank the parents that played such a vital role in preparing our students.   With the weather being so bad this winter, we were un-

able to hold our special preparations meetings; but our Mom’s and Dad’s put forth the effort at home to get the children ready.   

Thanks to our teachers for the extra work they put in to getting these youngsters ready; our teachers at the Centro facility are 

Tracy Christopher, Stephanie Harris, Jenny Thoeny, Carla Brinkman, Judy Duncan, Emily Duncan and Len Duncan.  At STM our 

teachers are Connie Cook and Rita Meyer.  Connie Goldsmith took on the special sacraments (RCIC) kids and of course nothing 

would ever get done without Mary Steffen.    Parents can mark their calendars for next year -  First Communion will be April 18/19. 

 
Schedule Change -  It has come to our attention that on Monday, April 28th most of our Centro students will be involved in a mu-

sic concert.   To accommodate the many families that will be gone, we will not be having class that evening.   That makes   Mon-

day April 21st our last class of the season.     To mark this special occasion we will be having a special mass that evening cele-

brated by Fr. Marty Goetz.   Father Marty is the vocation director for the Davenport Diocese.   We also hope to honor Gary Rozek, 

the president of Centro for his support of St Thomas More these past 6 years.    Religious Education will conclude at STM on April 

30th as scheduled. 

Text Book Selection -  After many months of evaluating text for the upcoming year, we have selected the Loyola Press’s            

Finding God series for our text book.   Loyola offers a comprehensive education series for our parish that includes all aspects of a  

education program.   In addition to a wonderful religious education experience, it provides resources for RCIA, Sacrament 

Preparation, Confirmation, and Adult Faith Formation.   Check out www.findinggod.org/retreat for a sample of what Loyola has to 

offer us.    We will phase in the new text over the next 3 years to lessen the financial sting for our Parish. 

Last Parent Letter for the year!!!   I just realized this will be my last time to speak to all you Mom’s and Dad’s in this manner.    

Please join me in a huge “THANK YOU” to our wonderful staff of teachers.   You would be very hard pressed to find a more dedi-

cated and excited bunch than these people.   You made my first year at St Thomas More a very rewarding experience.   The 

smiles and enthusiasm you have for your students was inspiring.    A special thanks to our many college students that help out at 

STM on Wednesday teaching.    You guys are the best.   Also, please thank Mary Steffen when you see her.   Mary is a gem that I 

hope will stay around for many more years!!!   I could never have made it with out her help. 

With one year drawing to a close—only means that it is time for me to start looking forward to next year.    We are looking for-

ward to moving into our new home at the Education Station.   We are truly grateful for the many years of support our friends at 

Centro have given our children.   We will be presenting Centro with a token of appreciation at our closing mass.    

Mom and Dad Please consider assisting our program next year by being a teacher.     Our new curriculum promises to make 

the job that much easier for our volunteer.   Classes will begin the middle of September .   Commissioning of teachers will be on 

Catechetical Sunday—September 21st.     Parents of 2nd graders / or other children making their First Communion in 2009 - 

please consider sharing this journey with your child by being a teacher in the Religious Education program - or by assisting with 

the Reconciliation / First Eucharist training sessions that will begin next fall. 

Registration forms will be coming home with your children in the next few weeks.  Also available on the website at 

www.stthomasmoreic.com.   During the summer months please check our web page to keep informed of events / news .    

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

April 21st - Closing mass at Centro 

April 30th - Last night of class at STM site 

May 11th  - Mothers Day and Pentecost Sunday 

September 21st - Catechetical Sunday 



Answers will be coming home next week 


